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me to follow that already in the Sasanian epoch this name was 
etymologically connected with the concepts of " gold " and 
of " camel " — irrespective of the correctness or otherwise of 
the etymology which connects the name of the Prophet with 
the concept of " gold ". That this idea has found expression 
in monuments of art, we can see from another similar 
description by an Arabic historian, with which we conclude. 
Dmawari (ed. Guirgass, 135), in his narrative of the battle of 
Qadisiyya and of the booty taken by the Arabs, relates as 
follows : " Hariga-ibn-as-Salt found in one of the tents a 
she-camel made of gold, decorated with small pearls, pearl- 
solitaires and gems ; on this she-camel was a representation 
of a man, made of gold^; in size (this she-camel) was as a 
little gazelle." x In this representation, which was handed 
over by the finder to the officer in charge of booty, we now 
find both the man and the she-camel made of gold. 2 

358 C. Inostrantsev. 



A BISTAMI-LEGEKD 
Brockelmann, G.A.L. Erster Supplementband, p. 353, 
mentions a Kitdb Masa'il al-ruhbdn, ascribed to the famous 
Sufi Abu Yazid al-Bistami, of which a copy is preserved in the 
Asafiya Library in Hyderabad. (Two other copies of the 
same work, one in Hyderabad and one at Istanbul, are 
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■ Some Arab writers (e.g. Ibn-al-Faqih, Bibl. Geogr., v., 178 (quoted by 
J. Goldziher, Muhammedanische Sludien, ii, 361)) state that on Persian 
carpets and vessels (these objects are specially mentioned) the representation 
of the eminent King Bahram-Gur was always mounted on a camel ; from 
this it may be argued that the latter figure represents this King ; out 
having regard to the above-quoted passage from Tabarl, it is better, m my 
opinion, to see in it a representation of Zoroaster. 
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recorded ibid. Nachtrage, p. 954.) Through the kind 
Dr. Stapleton I have obtained a copy of the H a**** ° f 
manuscript (described in vol. i, p. 388, of the Asaft ^^ 
logue), and this transcript is now deposited in the IndiToffi^ 
Library, under the serial number 4585. 



On examination, this work proves to be identical with rt 
erbauliche Geschichte " described by Ahlwardt, Verzeichn 
der arabischen Handschriften . . . zu Berlin, viii' p 49 no ** 
9057-8. It also appears to resemble the " simple bluett 
apocryphe " contained in MS. Paris 1913, ff. 195-6, for which 
cf. Massignon, Essai sur les origines, p. 245 The lesend 
winch is put into the month of Abu Yazld himself, relates' 
how m obedience to a heavenly voice (halif), the saint visited 
a Chnstian monastery at jU__ ^ dressed ^ ^ 
of a monk. The monks were assembled to listen to a dis- 
course from their abbott (kablr), and Abu Yazld stood with 

and e Ln fT\ hOW6Ver ' C ° Uld n0t make his add ^> 

Preset 1 ■ ^ ™ ^^ fr ° m doin S s ° °7 *» 
presence m then nndst of a Muhammadan (rajul MuhamLdl), 

to us tW° me SP7 OU them " The mODks said > " Show him 
that he ! 7 ^V 1 ^ W ' The abbott > io - e ver, declared 
r^ totl Jo* 6 " /° qU6Sti0n Um - -tain matters 
might J f™ w '•/ he W6re abIe to ailswer mm, ^en he 
ohatn g g d Aba Ya^ T'' ^ ^ ^^ ** W ^ 
Proposed a serf., ^ ^^ himSeIf - The abbott then 

« the one that I Seeaun Sly nonsensical questions-" What 

•to- ? Who we, th° SeC ° nd ' ^ tW ° that tave n0 tMrd > 
to Paradise and\h Pe ° Ple Wh ° Ued and Were admitted 
admitted to Hell ? wll Pe ° Pfe Who told the trutl1 and were 

etc- etc. Abu Yazld "* ^ b ° dy d ° eS * he name reside ? " 

giving them a rehV anSWers a11 these questions successfully, 
monks that they one" S '?" ficance ; and so confounds the 
become Muslims. ^ aU renouI »ce their girdles and 

Such is the leeend j • 
attracted from some' f 7 , may be «»i«*ired that it is 

tanly late compilation on the managib 
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t 1 ffirf&nl 1 Such more or less fanciful biographies of 
iySafls are not uncommon - and it is to this genre that 
the tractate under discussion appears to belong. 

A. J. Arberry. 

376. 

, o u ^nrV in Persian, is mentioned by Hajji Khalifa, vi, p. 152, 
i Such a work, n ^rsian Maqavvat i Shaikh Ba Yazld 

.. iqn99 nf Massignon, op. cit., ioc. ciu. .«. -»xu^ — 

no 13022, ct. Mass , ^ al-hikayat, see Muhammad 

^r d «^^ «*»■ itis *^ *" 

f; dote does n'ot oceur in any of the early authors no r ever > m A£ar. 
2 Pf H Kh vi, pp. 151 ff. Brockelmann, op. cit., p. 353 (Dhu 1-JNun). 
A story ofSe'eo^rsion of a group of Christian monks to Isl.m by the 
Caliph 'Ali is told in Ahlwardt, op. cit., vin, p. 35, no. 90..5. 

A COMPENDIOUS URDU DICTIONARY 
(Jami' ul Lugat) 
A note on this dictionary written by Dr. Grahame Bailey 
was printed in JRAS., 1937, Pt. II, pp. 316-18. Unfortu- 
nately the usual reference was omitted from Contents of 
Part II, and Index and Contents for the year. 



